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CONSIDERATIONS 



Our Nbw West-India Colonies, &c. 



private intereft, has induced D(ie to cotomttiucaie * 
to the pubiick fuch thoughts, aa may tend to ad* 
vance the fatlemcnt of our new Weft India colo* 
flies, and encourage individuals to embark in b • 
ufeful and lucrative an underttking. 

The eftablilbment of colonies has in all ages 
and countries, and amongdmen of the higheft 
abilities and rank, been ever efteemed honorable 
and ornamenui to the mod exalted chara&ers \ * 
and at the concluGon of apeace» by whidi.ib 
fo great an acceffion of territory hath^been made 
to thefe kingdoms, it is to be hoped there will • 
be found fome men of eminence and Ipirit^ . ^ihir . 
will deign to countenance by their example, iod 
aiUft in perfecting, fo noble a deCgn. 



' Wlliea MAT TEND TO PROMOTE 



The Settlement 
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Tq natUms Tupported principally by trad* wtl 

. navigaciofij.^e eAablifhment of remote coloai($t 

, pOft$ itoiti home, and whole returns of produce 

and oiaiiufadlurjE^^ ff^^^y iccreafe the revenue ; 

IOC i^rfenug with tbofe of the rooiher 
country, ^o^ i^zm^Xi^j^j ioifpicie, have the 
further advar)|fige$ of creating and connedling 
widi % .ftUl .^cjjwr ftpbt9hk )>rm€bt% of com- 
flfierce ^nd CQfi>fminic4tio9 with Africa, and the 
centin^nt of America) is particularly beneficial • 
ifnoLiBVyK^^r. Our Weft India Ifiands, fttuated 
anddrcu m^^ced as they arct ought to be deemed 
i^finudy more valuable, than if together with 
fjf^f^ixMtt and pj odu&ion, they were dciven by 
; ^.fik q£ wia^d-tothe teM tpi^ «nd tlitre maih 
|»rt of the Terra firma ibf Old England. If all 
were^ confined to the river Thames, 
, iipr fagiwjiod^tiii^ Aihericaa produce procured 
from Tower Hill, and our coals from Blackhcath, 
farewell to the commerce, naval power and fe- 
ictiritjl t)f t Qreat Briei^, But>appi!y fer us, 
'What we miftake for our interciV, and wi(h be-? 
^agali^ we dot uo^ underlland, is often not per* 
tp^e^ 1M to otKaiti. The fuppofition, although 
it r»ay fcrve to illuftrate my meaning, can never 
rv h^lff*' ' natural eSe^ of place,, tplaavc 
ftMCiMi, ^ ciifts^te, and the thutuU wantt 
and ^jecefljties of men, give ingenuity and in- 
jlpf^ t% Mr iaettUies^ and confticute that bufy 

fcene 



fcenjE of fojborduiation .ajKl dependance, that com- 
pofe a great aad commercial people. In this ex- 
tenfivc view, our Weft India colonies dcferve cer- 
tainly to be confidered a5 affectionately by the 
mother country^ as ^hey we^e rcajly^ft) man^ 
remote counties, fepai-ated from it by leas, in- 
ftead of rivers or land boundaries: and fo far 
from our being jealous, or indifferent concern- 
ing their profperity and contentment, we ihould 
acknowledge and cherifh them as members of 
our own body, thus forming one vait Leviathan. 

I F fuch fentiments as thefe arc confident with 
found policy, and the national welfare, and 
might therefore properly enough be cxpefted ta 
influence men in high ftation to countenance by 
their example the fettlemcnc of our new iQands ; 
there will not be wanting arguments of a more 
particijlar nature, to attradt others, from private 
confiderations of emolument, to embark in this 
undertaldng. 

In thefe expenfive times a handfome increafe 
of fortune to ourfelves or families, is wirhou't 
doubt eligible to many of us. A life of corrupt 
dependance, an ellate labouring under growing 
incumbrances, or a neceflltous reduftion of the 
conveniences or fplendor Nvc have been ac- 
cuftomed to, are evils that every m^n would 
wilh to remedy •, and to thofe who do not a(5ln- 
ally fuffer under thefe misfortunes, a tender con- 
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cem for the eafc and independancc of their poftc- 
rityi snlqr, be M fofficient mothre to provide the 

blelTings. But how to accompH(h thefe defirable 
ends, feems now the important quelHon to be 
ftfolved. 

T|^2 pr<^laJv0f a projcft doubtful in fpc- 
cyl^ftiqOt vfUKi difficult iii pra&ice, and which 
ni^:bpwemi^fd^ .^nltaid of piofic, in. 
the event, wUlnot be adopted, without mature 
confidcration, by. perfpns of real fortune and. 
•lalidr4iM<9ftlH^ftt^ IMm fucb.cimr br io-. 

idv^d to think, >pf. procuring lands and efttb|i0i» 
<!ng e(la(qi ..4ff/0i|t inew \Kc4 India colonies^. 

{ which Ji4irb|» I'ffif^mpipnfi^ ^ 
:^xpediency efy) the fectirity of the undertaking, 
4iK^ the exiTZQxd'^^ tcm^mncQU (o be de- 
Tiy^yifMW to bis .explaiii€4 

and .sndft^ftppd,.; ^ - , 

The Iflandp that are the obje&s of my pre- 
.^nt rt&f^on ip r^commendationi ire thofe 
xe<^fe<^"to'hw ip the '^cft* Indies, by the 

Jatc Pcati/ They confill of Grenada and the 
Greni^ties, Dominica, Sc, Vincent and Tobago, 
.and all (^toated in the neighbour|iood oif 
Barbadoes and our leeward iflands, being only 
•a few daya, fail from the nloft remote of them, 
and bdt oiie -tMt> from Barbadbes, '^e inbtt 
wirtdward, heft peopled, and moft powerful of 
any of our fugar coloqies* * ' ' * " 
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. To fuQl>;of Bpky readers as n>ay hj^i^nvhti}^ 
unacceptable to irceivc fi)me«g»|ei^idq^ 

Grenada is ittutted fofar to the Southward 
as tp enjoy from thence the advantage of being 
five from honrle^s^ mi wiU prt)biafly fit^fixifc' 

ni(h main, from which it is not very'^'diffint. |t 
{k>0efies two good harbours, ind^ in 
the Spaniards might proVe inimtmSdfkiiinkx^^ 
of their (hips, which pafs this wajT into the bay 
of Honduras, and the Gulf of McxifccJ.^ ''Otii** 
pofieffion of FloHda €dAti%ui^s ii^' tfilK) 
advantage to us the greater. The FWrith in war ^ 
likewife be fenfible of the wdrtt of it ; foriii"^ 
onJer taerctpeoortroixefs t6%ftid«brd bf^^^ ' 
tinique, it has not been uncommon for ihei?^ 
vcflcls from Europe, to fteer their courfeibr the 
Gi;enades or it's dejpendancies^ and to. advance ^ 
northward in fecurity to their intended ports, ' 
^hc couAtry is niountaioous ancl^^rainyt ..wbiqlb 
circumlfonoe^ enable, jt i^gularlf ta yieh)'gQO(j( ^ 
crops, and the foil produces a fugar of mofl; cKf 
Celiexit quality. It is weli. watered y<^^hjcjjy|ij]^-^ 
and abounds D?jth good proyifipni ground ,/or r 
the negroes, which fave confiderahle cxpeqce to, 
the planters ia their maintcpance. .Thi$,jift|Ofi^. 
Jiaving be,o indifpiuably und^r t^dominiimof 
- . * France 
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France, 'till reduced by us in the laft war, the , 
'inhabitants of it obtained a riiore favorable capi- 
tulation than thofe I am about to fpeak of here- 
after, who had no fuch pretenfions to Jeoity. In 
confequence therefore of this capitulation, and 
the definitive treaty of peace, they were and are 
-entitled (contrary to what is permitted the inha- 
bitants of the other iflands 1 am about to de- 
fcribe) to the pofrefTion and difpofition of their 
eflatcs. Many ot them have accordingly fold to . 
Brhifh fubjedls their fugar plantations (of which 
there are in all eighty two, befides thofe of coffee 
and cocoa.) The French have harangued in the * 
flylc of fellers, and the impatience of our roun- 
tr>'men and their love of novelty, has induced 
them to pay very high prices for their poifeffions, 
when a little time would have convinced them 
that better lands are to be procured from the 
• crown at a much cheaper rate in our other 
iflands, and more confidently with the puWick 
interefl:. It is thought, however, that their bar- 
gains will turn out wdl, and their plantations be 
very Improveable. As to the lands yet ungranted 
or forfeited to the crown, it is reafonablc to fup- • 
pole, by their being unoccupied, that they are 
m genera! ill fituated, or not of the moft ex- 
cellent kind. The grants made to the French 
iettlers are vifually a certain number of paces 
. along the fea fide, pjurting in parallel lines to the 
top of the mountain. The lower parts are com- 
monly cultivated by the. planters, the upper by 
-"^^f-^y- . • . the 
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tfi^ n^Oe?,^ TiTiirtheTieightVare cither in Wood, 
or inacceflible. 

The Gren&d1fic« forfti' a rtafft ' <if i'fi'fttimerable 
rocks and barren fpots good for little. Some 
however are of confiderable fize and value, par- 
ticularly Curacoa and Becuya. The former is 
' inhabited, and produces good cotton, the latter 



^ » 



and Guadalupe, will in times of war be liable to 
frequent alarms and inconveniences, if not pro- 
tected by a fufficient naval power-, but as itV 
lituation between thofe two idands enables it ta 
cut off their communication, and to be parti- 
cularly obnoxious to their trade and navigation, 
it is reafonable to expe<5t thcfe advantages will 
not beheglc6led, efpecially as it has always been 
thought neceflary for us to prcferve in thofe Teas % 
refpedable force, upon which the fecurity of our 
neighbodi-ing colonies equially depends. It pof- 
feffes to leeward a nhbft noble bay, called Prince 
Rupert*s, which, bcfides it's fafety, it's magni- 
tude, the depth of the water, and the goodnefs 
of the anchorage, has the advantage of three 
frefli rivulets running into it. It has moreover 
.two arms (one a peninfula) ftretch'd forth, as ic 
^ere, for it's defence, which might be rendered 
alinoft impregnable; and indeed the whole ifland 
appears as a natural fortification or ftrong hold^ 

capable 
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capable of difcouraging and baffling with a very 
fmall force the moft defperate attempts of a for- - 
midabic enemy. In the track of veflels from 
otit leeward iflands to our new acquired ones it 
is admirably well feated for commerce ; and con^ 
tigu^us as it were to the French, is ever open to 
i y ^che proftiriHkm of a clandeftine trade. The 
country is in general extremely mountainous 
and broken-, but it affords, notwithftanding, 
much excellent land, and the valleys, luxuriant 
ui their Ibil, are plentifully watered with fine 
rivers. The grounds efpccially in the neigh- 
bourhood of Prince Rupert's bay are rich, ex-' 
rcnfive and of eafy afcent, yet (as this ifland was 

' declared to be neutral by the peace of Aix la' 
Chapelle) they have been the leaft cleared and 

- cultivated by the French, becaufc of the frequent' 
vifits of his MajeQy's fhips to wood and water* 
here. From what has been faid it is eafy to per-^ 
cclve that this is an important fituation, and will 
probably be the feat of a confiderable commercial 
town. In different places along the coaft the 
white inhabitants (who are in number about four-" 
teen hundred, and poffefs from five to fix thou- 
fand negroes) have cleared and fettled many va- ' 
lueable plantations producing cotton, coffee and 

. cocoa, particularly at Grande Bay (where the 
Jefuits have large poffeffions, and at Lubiere,;* 
Rofeau, and elfewhere. But as thefe fettlement$^' 
are confiderable, and have been eibblifhcd in 
violation of treaties, and contrary to the rights 



the Britifli crown, the lands whicl) have been 
occupied by religious focieties, will be fold for 
the benefit of the publick, and the remaining in- 
habitants will be permitted to enjoy their eftates, 
only fubjed: to fuch terms, conditions and re- 
; ftridlions, as, confident with his Majefty's lenity, 
and found policy, have bce^i thought i^ecfeiTary to 
be required, and which will hereaftef^ bc; more 
fully explained. 

« ♦ 

, St. Vincent is an .^dipiraWe good ifland, 
^ within fight of Barbadoes,, from whence it will 
^probably derive many inhabitants. It poHellcs 
a .large and moft excellent bay to leeward, called 
-Wafticgunny. The fides of the inounrains are- 
generally eafy and gradual in their afcent, and' 
the plains and valleys interfperfed among them, 
jre;markably fertile, and plentifully watered. 1;'he 
caftern part, which is chiefly in wood, is inha- 
bited by about 2000 natives, wlio owe their 
origin to a fliip freighted with negroes from 
^Africa toBarbadoes, and wrecked on thcfecoa^s. 
r Their forefathers aniidft the general diftrefs eft 
caped to fliore, . and found in a defart ifland » 
releafe from their bondage. Thus from apparent 
evils, do fometimes flow, the greateft ble/Tmgs. 
Recovered from their fears,, and refrefhed with 
fuch fuftenance as couJd be found, it* is natural 
to fuppofe they foon folaced themfelyes with their 
female friends of the party; and as a l^ate of na- 
.t^re ii^^np enemy to i^ropagation, tliey ofcourfc 

C gave 
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gave birth t6" i free people. It is faid, they 
found in the woods a few native Charaibes, 
whom they have gradually extirpated, or re- 
duced to their obedience. They have been ufu- 
ally reprefented as turbulent and dangerous, but 
experieiKe now convinces U5, that they are a 
quiet and well difpofed people, fpeaking French, 
and inflru^led by Roman catholic mifTionaries, in 
the principles of their religion. By the laft ac- 
counts received from thence, many of them Teemed 
difpofed to quit their little cottages, and fpots of 
provifion ground, and to remove to St. Lucia, or 
Martinique. But probably, when they are duly 
apprized of the humanity and generofity of our 
gracious Sovereign, and afilired of the enjoyment 
of their lands, freedom, favor and protedlion, 
they may be gained over to our caufe, and even 
rendered ufeful. I have already obfcrved, that 
thefe people inhabit the eaftern fide of the ifland : 
The interior parts remain in wood-, but, the 
wcftern co a lis are fully peopled, and well fettled 
by near 2000 inhabitants, who have found means 
to infitiuate themfelves into this country, as well 

^as Dominica,'c6ntrary to the faith of treaties, and 
the pretenfions of the BritiOi crown. They will 
therefore be put upon the fame footing with one 
another, and permitted, to enjoy their cultivated 
grounds, only upon liich terms as feem confiftent 
with lenity to them, and attention to the publick 

"welfare. I fhali not conclude this account of St. 
Vincent, without aifuring the piiblick, that it has 

* ' been 
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bfen daily found a more excellent and important 
acquifition to Great Britain, in proportion as it 
has been better known. It's prefent produce of 
cofFeer> cocoa, and the fineft tobacco, proves 
very confiderable. The richnefs of the foil, and 
the face of the country, are perfedly adapted fcjr 
the growth of fugar and as it is already in part 
cleared of wood, and the air healthy, there feems 
great reafon- to expert, that it will very foon be 
ciaflcd amongd the.beft, .and mod valueable of 
our fugar colonies. 

Tobago, with refpefl: to fituatlon, enjoys the^ 
lame advantages as Grenada y and tliough it does 
Dot poiTefe any harbours properly fo called, has 
feveral go5Ki:bays, whidi, confidering that from 
their foutl^rn latitude, they are never expofcd to 
dangerous gales of wind, are equally convenient 
and fecure to fliipping. For this reafon»our men 
of war Rationed at our leeward colonies, ufually 
repair hjther for fafcty in the hurricane months. 
This ifland, from it's having been long dif- 
puted by different powers, and in confequence 
deemed neutral, remains wild, uncultivated, and 
in wood ; but it will probably become the moft 
valuable, of any ceded to i^s by the late peace. 
The foil i^ excellent, if one may judge from it's 
appearance, and the growth and luxuriancy of the 
trees it affords, and the country is well watered^ 
and fufliciently mountainous to infure rains, 
without being fo fleep and broken, as to obilru^fl 
1 ^ * C 2 the 
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the ufc of carriages, and an eafy communicatii^n. 
The cinnamon tree, as well as many others of 
great profit and curiofity, is faid to flourilh here, 
and it is by fome writers defcribed, as abounding 
with all the produftions and variegated fcenery 
of an enchanted idc. The cftablifhment of a 
fmall fettlement here, as a publick garden for 
the improvement of botany and medicine, and 
the prefervation and culture of fuch plants as 
might prove beneficial to commerce, and fuit- 
able to the foil and climate, would probably be 
produt^ve of much advantage to Great Britain. 
Such an inftitution, under the infpedlion of an 
ingenious man, acquainted with botany, chy- 
miftry and medicine, with an able draftfman, 
two good gardeners, and eight or ten working , 
negroes, under his diredlion, could not fail of 
promoting ufeful knowlege, and conferring ho- 
por on it's generous patrons. 

; The feveral iflands I have been defcribing, 
namely Grenada and the Grenadines, Dominica^ 
St. Vincent, and Tobago, his Majefty has been 
pleafed to unite under one Government, after 
the model of the leeward iflands; Accordingly 
a governor in chief has been conftkuted, of in- 
tegrity, ability, and experience, together with 
lieutenant governors, and other neceflary offi- 
cers, both civil and military, who appear wdl 
qualified for the execution of their refpcdive 
duties. Three regiments arc font thither, for 

' ' their 
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their proteftion, with a proper ftaff, together with 
engineers, a company of artillery men, and the 
necelTary ordnance and warlike (lores. And for , 
the better fupport and accommodation of thofe, 
whofe publick employments require an immediatfe 
refidence at Tobago, or whofe private views may 
carry them thither, two proper (hips are ftationed, 
and will be continued there, *cili conveniences can 
be procured on fhore. The lands appertaining to 
hisMajefty inall thefe idands, aredireded, as im- 
mediately as poflible, to be allotted and difpofed 
of for il^ publick benefit-, conrmifTioners have 
been appointed for this purpofe, and furveyors 
are aftually engaged in the work. But as feveral 
doubts have arofe concerning the plan of go- 
vernment on this occafion, it may not be im- 
proper to enter into a detail of this fubjeft, and 
then to confider thofe parts of it which fecm 
liable to objedion. 

The objed of government appears to be of a 
mixed nature. The lands, both cleared and un- 
cleared, are the property of his Majefby ; of 
which, lb much will be retained to the crown, 
as (hall be found neceflary for publick ufes cd 
the remainder, fufficient quantities in wood are 
meant to be granted to poor fettlersj the refb 
(excepting what may be continued to the natives 
in St. Vincent, and the prelent French inhabitants, 
on motives of humanity and good policy) is fairly 
(0 be Ibid at publick auction, for as much money 

as 
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as it wyi bring, which is faithfully to be applied 
tKeipuMil:^ ^e^v^ *£t^- then ibis view w ,cp 
'be«fo-«e6oiii()tHhedy'ilW be^comp^ yMi cbe 
fpcedy popukcHH), ami* culture 9C the iflands 

Each ifiand is to be furveyed as foon as pof-* 
Bbkf with as much accuracy as the,i;iature of; 

af^diMMiMfyHwHI ifcUow^ The divifion of pa-: 
lifioes, publick r<»djs»intended tawns aad (^hurcbesp 

'6t9iC0ibVilcifthftiktng or : publkk, are to ibe fir& 
aitt8n(kdr.i»,.^nd pr0pfi(iy^ prtxvided for.,. And 
imm^i»0^tifB3Hk^m^^^ luid» ip wood*. 

^mUl b^pmSmtA m tlKUopiof Mils, •ad.on. etbei: 

CODvenient places, far. the publick benefit, aad- 

toipimeADdM; drwghi^ wJm^cIi^ i^^itM^fliiniiMHi 
kthetifiialcmfequenceof t txMlreipilyalof'diei 

woods. As to the choice and arrangement of 
ite.gflatiad intended fop ^tiie^principftL'iown, ^ 
gaud ikM brind riie hwltUtdaoiiof Ae fitua*. 
tion,. all the necefiary conveniences for (hipping, 
and ao^eaiy uurnageaAd ^mmiuiiciKioiib to^aod 
Aoin chttrneighhoiiring CQilmryw fTtefeeetsare 
to be airy, and fo difpofcd as to receive the benefit 
<)f;ttM4»dft wiods i .and fuitabk-piPporuoiis, Sof 
f§fd%i gardcQS^isiNr fintU fiekfai- iwitt be aoiiend 
to the feveral lots for houfes. Convenient mar- 
Jspt places are to be appointed, and good barrack 
grounda^ with adjacent lands for the faiiMaii<e»- 

of 
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of the King's officers and troops, and which the pri- 
' vate men at their leifure hours, may cultivate for 
the fervice of the officers, and themfelves. In thefe 
infant colonies they are thought intitled tothis,and 
every other reafonable indulgence of favour and 
humanity, particularly an allowance of the King's 
provifions, and an immediate eftablifhment of 
barracks, and a well provided hofpical. 

I 

: The lands which ar€<:ultivable, will be divided 
into lots, numbered, and kid down on paper, witji 
proper jdcfcrtptions and boundaries j to prevent 
-miftakes. What is granted^ will b^f;iiiJnwood, 
from lo to 30 acres, a<;cordingf to ohp ability of 
poor fettlcrs; and for thc^ir farther encopragecilcflt, 
many of thefe parcels will have the advantagp of 
being ne^r the fea fide, at proper difl;a^ces. from 
one another. : #y this means,, the poflellbrs may 
immediately bcgiiv to clear the ground, ,aiid will 
havfj ^;Jhort, and eiafy conveyance to and from the 
.jfi;p,:.b^^arily fupplied with all kiads pf fifli^./or 
,the: fupport of ihcmfelycs a,nd negrpe«t and the 
coafts will moreover b^ il;*engthened with inbar 
rbitant^. To th^ grants ^UJ3e annexed^ercain 
, moderate conditions ^f culture, and. the lands 
thus:granted to poorTettlers, are to be unalienable t 
ibt feyun .ye^irs, lai^^ incap^ of ,^eing,.uqited 
hvith siny other* excepting in cafit of mafriage» 
or lawful inheritaB9fj^:jQri,py^C5Mi^p§t of tbc go- 
.vcr;ior .ai>d rr . -1 - .7^ r 

. . .dmua 01 LyjiiM :d o? i^'uThc 
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undifturbcd in cheir cottages and grounds, and 

oipa, are pcrmitied to crtjoy* their pofleflionB, by 
' yvi5pc ,iQif ip#fcs under the crown, in ^tj^.^iftvy- 

tipni ; tfnt . is to ' ^the leflcc ^is tp Cake tha 
oaths of allegiance, and fubfcribe the declaration 
o£ Sri^Ofitiefi 'ig^ri^ h to 

|iold;4ly Ihte k&, Mly Ibcli dtarod Jaod^* ss 

he wa$, at the furrcnder of thole i(landsi and ftiil 

'<i«il^ftieiM9 lilafca^ tbm Ihialt ikdHiriom' . 

ceflliry, in which cafe fmall parcels of contiguous 
kdicia may fae iiiided, and comprizrd therein, as 
tl«! a i li^rt i gta pfiW^^toHt fudge ' MdiMiilii^'i 'lb 

€Jifes>hei^ lands were held before the l^iffe'peace, 
by kYtnA French prepriewrs jointly, liotoltf df 

fevefed irito parts, aftd inijdlgchce'Ac#rt''in*l*ife 
divirion,fto thoftf who are contented remaih 

4iate^beeii oeicu|^ V^¥riipMn ibd^ 

^nctedcd within the tttcatiing of thefe p^tfton^, 

*itatit there happens. io be, who has'dtfcupicd 

in St. Vinoenc, or 300 in 4MlMich|*fihU^f^-- 
idEons are to be reduced to thofe numbers. 
4 Neither 
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Neither the leafes, or any part of the lands 
thereby demiied, are aflignable tp any other per- 
ibn, without a licence Kad froth the governor^ 
and the approbation of the Lords CommilTioners 
for trade and plantations ; and a coyenanr is alfo^ 
to be inferted in th^ leafe, that the l^fllee /hall rt^ \ 
fide at leaft one half of the year in the ifland where " 
the lands lie. Under thefeieftridions, and with 

• • • 

thefe conditions, loifes -may be gt^nted for the ^ 

terms of fourteen, twenty one, thirty two, or • 
forty years, at the optica of tiie ielTeesV or '(if • 
they prefer it) for (6unt&i' yesif^^' ^liewable at 
. the pleafure of ihie^ktRes for a fiJrtfer number of 
years, not exceeding forty in the whole. And 
in confideration hereof certain fined airr to be paSt> 
' down, and quit rents relerved to the crown, ac- ' 
cording to the nature and circumftances of the 
cafe. But if any French inhabitant ihall not be • ' 
di^)ofed to occupy die land, he -bias' already 
cleared, upon the terms of the leafe required of 
him, he will be permitted to take up uncleared 
lands, to be allotted 'Una by the- coimnitfiionets^^ '. 
in lieu of the former, and be moreover paid for 
the buildiAgs thereon, by faii^ appraifecnent*. . > 

t 

With refped to all lands in any of the iflands, 
which are the oi:yeds of the commiiEon, and 
wkich are not comprized in the.abpve xlefcripdonft . - 
of lands, referred for publicku&s, or fet apart 
for poor fettlers, ,or which are the pghlful pro- . 
perty of the Frcackinbabitaats-in GreMda^wd . ^. 

D tbf 
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Iht Grtn1idiMe8,"5lr laafed out to them ia Donri- 
nica or St. Vin<tent, or pofftffcd by tbenativiei 
tiierein i inftruaions are further given by tlVe gb^ 
^Verhmenti t6 dilpofe of the fame by publick falc; 
They ^in ther6fbr« be divided into allotments ot 
different fize and extent, in Dominica from fifty 
to Ihrtfe Kutidrtd acres in each lot, and in the 
Mh^r Iftands from one hundred Co five hundred 
acres. Thfc end propofed by thi* diftinftion^ 
ieems to have been, a fuperipr population in Do* 
minica, which is fuppofcd in general too moun- 
tainous, for large fugareftaWifliments and, by it'i 
fituation, to ftand in need of being well inha- 
-Mf^^* Thefis^cvcral lots will be fo contrived and 
: laid out, ak to embrace every circwnftance of 
4 convenience, the fituation is capable of. And in 
.<^der to prtvcnt . frauds, partiality, and undue 
^ preferences, and to fell the lands to the bett ad- 
v^Vantage the nature of the thing will admit of, 
vlhey will be fet up to fair and publick auftion, 
l ^nA fold to the beft bidder, at ^ price not lefs 
than five pounds per acre, if the lands are cleared, 
jlor lefi than twenty fhillings per acre, if un- 
* cleared ; .and as fpeedy notice as poffible will be 
given in the publick papers of Great Britain, 
^Ireland, and America, concerning the allotments, 
^^time^ place, and conditions of fale. And for 
Hht better accommodation of pUrchaiers, the 
terrps of payment are rendered extremely eafy. 
.j^The times of fale will be twite a year, in the 
inoft fiafima^le months of tbatcfimate^ that is 

to 
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« ifcy, ))Ct«<Kn tbc firfi dfy of Febriuty and t^e 
«iiddk of July, as it may be found moft eligible 

.to appoint; and the lumoft difpatch is now ufing, 
bjr ibc diffedioos of governipeiu, for preparii\^ 
iftndfl for fa}e before thofe months, in the enfuing 
.year. " The place of fale will either be Grenada, 
•or the paructtUr iflaod about to be difpo^ of. ^ 
The terms of porchafe are 20 percent paid dowo, 
(and pence * per acre to drfray the charges qf 

the furvey) ten percent, more whhio the iirftyrait 
ten per cent, within the Iccond, and twenty pqpr 

cent, within every fuccefiive year, 'till the whole 
(hall be paid; which wiU of courfe oompleat the 
payments in five years. The huids will b^ eon- 
veyed in fee, but in default of any of the annual 
payments, they will be liable to be again ibid, in 
order that the king may be firft pdid, and thelre- 
lidue will be the property of thofe before entitled 
to it. Moreover, to prevent monopolies, and 
to Infore the progrefs and cultivation of the new 
colony, certain conditions of fale and culture wiU 
be annexed to the grants. No perfoo will be per* 
mited to pucchafe of the crown in his own* name, 
or in the names of others, in trull for him, more 
than five hundred acres in the ifland where die 
lands lie and if in Dominica, not more thkn 
three hundred acres, but which may con fid of 
different Iocs, as he may happen to approve* 

* Whatever funis are earprefled In the coiiiie of vllelb 
iimt, aj« to be underftood as Sterling, 

D 2 And 
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And it is feqoiitd of parchafen, from fix mcbilili 
iiAer the dtce of the grant, to clear away their 

,^ia^dsatthe rate of five acres percent, annually/till ' 
one half of their cultivable lands (hall be cleared* 
ctttider a penalty of five pounds^ per annum for 
every acre not cleared, in purfuance of fuch con- 
dition : and for every hundred acres of cleared 
rlanda,* the purchafer is, or ihaU be pofiefibd of, 
he is obliged ^ keep theicon one white man, or 
twft white women, under a penalty of forty 
poynds yearly, for each maiH and twenty poundb 
fcr each woman defeftive, and is to pay an an- 
;nual quit rent to his Majefty of fix pence per acre 
'rbn whatever cleared land he has purchafed, or 
•fliali clear» in purfuance of the conditions re-^ 
quired. . . 

As to the town and field lots, confiding of 

•cleared land, they will be fold in the fame man- 
ner, as the other allotments, referving a quit 
rent of one penny per foot in front for the town 
lots, and fix pence per acre for the field lots. 
But fuch of thefe as happen to be uncleared, 
-^ill be granted away gratis, and in both thefe 
xaies the grantee is required to ereft (hereon, 
within two years, a dwelling houfe, fjiop, ware- 
houfe, or outhoufe* The grants of thefe town 
and field lots, as well as thofe to poor fettlers, 
arc irrevocable. But with refpedl to other lands 
ibid at publick au(ftion, the grants thereof will, 

• in cafes of fraud and 0QUufion» be revocable for 

the 
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Aefpace of twebe mootha, from thedat^ thefcdf^ 

by the Lords Commiffioncrs of his Majefty's 
treafury ; but if not revoked within the faid term^ 
. die grant lhall then be abfolute« If nsroked, 
tice thereof fhall be immediately tranfmitted to 
.thecomnuilioners, and the purchafe money fhall 
be return^, with the ufual intereft of-^eftM 
tfiere6n, together wkh a juft compenfation for 
any improvements made on the Jands, to be 
afcertaioed by arbitration between «hefiHilieftv7:f 

This recapitulation of the plan of govern- 
ment, contains all the particulars, that it feems 
neceflary the publick fhould be apprized of, and 
'an attentive perufal and examination of then) will 
convince every impartial reader, that they ai^ 
fuch as were thought moft likely to be produdlive 
of national good, and the progrcfs of the new co- 
lonies. Much care and refle&ion leem to have 
been exerted on the occafion. Little has Been 
forgot, or unattended to-, and in general, it 
muft be acknowledged, that the inftru&ions 
given, and the precautions taken, are judicioui 
and able, as well as honorable. Some parts of 
the plan and conditions required, have neverthe- 
lefs been reprefented as exceptionable and di& 
couraging ; it may not therefore be improper to 
aSbrd them fome confideration* 

r -.If the lands had been propofed to be given 
away, and this was all, it is not to be doubted 
but that many, perfons would gladly have 

accepted 



accepted them. But this would have thrown open 
the gates to follicitation, partiality and corrup- 
tion and perfons in office might have availed 
themfeives in fecret, of the undue preferences af- 
forded to Others •, whereas the prefent method of 
dif^ofing of the lands at fair and publick au6lion, 
efFe6tuafly removes thefe apprehenfions, and holds 
forth a comnidn benefit, that may be embraced 
by all indifferently, without favor or reward. 
No man will be induced to pay more, than, he 
thinks, he has an equivalent for. The minimum 
of five pounds on cleared land, is lefs than the 
bare expence of removing the woods, and one 
pound for uncleared land, in thefe iQands, can 
never, in earned, be thought too much to infift 
on. No perfon, acquainted with the nature of 
Weft India plant4tions, will ever be a bidder for 
indifferent or ill fituated lands, when better may 
as eafily be procured, and the very choice or pre- 
ference to rhe buyer, is worth more than five 
times the minimum. The expences of clearing, 
cultivation, and fettlement, and 'the annual pro- 
duce of fertile foils, in this part of the world, in 
faft renders the prime coft not worthy attention. 
And when it is further confidered, that five years 
are allowed for the payment, the pretence is too 
trifling to need a ferious reply. The eftablifli- 
ment of infant colonies, muft neceffarily be ex- 
penfive to the mother country ; and at a time, 
when the national debt is fo enormous, that the 
effefts are feverely felt and complained of, it is 

but 
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« but reafonable, that fon^e returns fhould be ex- 
pcfted from the difpofision of thefe lands. Meil 
ef fuffidenc property to tdke up and fettle fuch 
lots as will be fold at pubhck audtion, may very 
well pay what can be got for them i and with re<* 
fpeft to poor feftkrs, from teif to thirty acres * 
(which will be granted to them gratis, fording 
' to their abilities) is full in much as they mil know ^ 
what to do with, ft wer^ indeed to be wifhed; 
ftill further encouragements could have been af- 
forded theiti » but this could not be effeded^ 
without fuitable fundfs, and there does n6t feem 
a difpofition to be contented with additional taxeji 
^t home, for the benefit of thofe abroad* As to 
the quit rents, referred to the crown, of fix pence 
per acre, it will affefl: the cultivated lands onlyj 
and although ,the weight will, on thts account^ 
^ be fcarcely felt, yet all purchafers ^Wl, or may, 
confider it in their bidding. It is well known,- 
his Majefty has been gracioufly pleafed, to direA 
the money arifing from thefe fales, to be appro- 
priated for the advantage of hisfubjedls j and 
this fmall tribute of a quit rent, refer ved to a fo. 
vcreign, ought not to be thought too much, when 
we refledt on the infiances of generofity and pa- 
ternal afFeaion,manifefted to hisr people, and which 
ought to attrafir, from principles of gratitude, 
far greater obligations cf duty and attachment. 

Many inconveniences are found to have oc- 
currcd in new colonics, from individuals having 

been 
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been fuffcred to monopolize more lands, than 
they could> or would cultivate i and therefore, 
to prevent thde ill efie&s^ no man is now per* 
mitted, to take up in his own name, or for his 
own ufe, in any one ifland, more than the num- 
ber of acres, which has been fpecified. Bat 
although purchafers are rendered incapable of 
doiqg fo-in the firft inftance, in order to prevent 
monopolies and jobbing, and that the field may 
lie open to every adventurer ; yet it is obviocis, 
tliat as the lands will be conveyed in fee, they 
muft neceflarily ,be alienable i no means there- 
fore could be devifed to prevent a transfer of 
property, without creating ftill greater evils, than 
thp& intended to be remedied, and which are too 
evident to need mentioning. Hence it follows, 
that an equality of pofleflions cannot be long 
maintained, nor is it neceiTary that it fhould ^ 
provided dio public intereft is dill promoted, 
mid the new ifland advancing in cultiv^on and 
icttlemcnt. ' , • * * 

From all thefe confiderations, appeared the 
gropriecy of exacting certain conditions of cul- 
ture and population, under certain penalties.. 
But if the time, from which the conditions of 
clearing commences, fliould really be found too, 
i6ort to be complied with, it cannot be doubted, 
hut that ftill further time will be allowed. In all 
tl^efe exigences, the fpirit of the intention is 
principally to be' attended to^ and experience in 

fimilai' 
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i!irrilar cafes convinces us, ttiat we nce3 never 

-dread a rio^orous exa&ion of conditions and 

^ - . . »• 

^fi^ete»,* f!r6vided the ntiomil views oFadtoi- 

' niftration for the general good are not ob- 
.ftrwacd^ . It <;^^n never be fep^o^d, t,hat the or? 
fqfirs of government '.arc j^i^ t^fp executed as tji) 
defeat it's own purpofes, or punifhment tp 
ipisfortunc> 'till, the naeafure,jjpf ij^^Areff^is^f^^^^^^ 
j^n the contraiy, it's inter^ft^^i^^to countenancq 
and fupport the honeft endeavours of tie 
duftrious, aad it's u:ue. uolicv, not. tp fee what 
JC . ought . DOC to coodemi^,.. But prudence re- 
qgired that it fhould guard againft the danger 
<)f allowing to avaritipju^ and .(J^iji^pin^ men, ac^ 
uiicoiitrouhblc power of letardtog the growth 
pit>grers of an inFaint ctftohy^ jat^ being iii|>^ 

jurious w the pul^jckjKod,,. l^^d^SMt^ 
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What has been juft advtinced^ to remove 

objedlion on the part of purchafcrs, to the con-, 
ytitions and penalties impoied, and to obviate any 
i^prehenfiohs of rigor frOkii governfnoit oti tl;at . 
account, is in a great meafure applicable to thfe^ 
'power retained by the Lords CommifTioners of 
IBs Majeffy's treaiury, tif revoking' the files,' 
N^ithrn twelve moihths from the dire of the grant. 
The intention \tras evidently not to endanger the 
Validity aMdftcurity of the Tales, by an undue^ 
exertion of authority, but only to preveiit firaudi, 
and to enfure that the publick fiiould be ferved 
with integricy; However, to remove .an much' 
: ' . ; E as 
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ms polBbk anjr fufpicions oii ^4iead» his 

jcfty in his inftruaions to the commiflrioners, 
iacsn pkafcd to exprefs the power rdcrvcd to he 

As U> the obligation of maintaining bne white 

man, or two white women, on every hundred 
acres of cleared land, it can never be ferioufly 
complained of; for without any fuch obligation, 
the bufinefs of plantations will ncccffarily re- 
quire, at leaft, fuch a proportion. And when 
we reSed that the want of people in our Weft 
iiidia ifiands, arifes in a grea^ meafiire from the 
paucity of women, the alternative permitted may 
help to remedy the dcfcft. 

...With refped to the natives of St. Vincent, 
enough has been bid already. . His Majcfty> 
humanity exercifed on this occafion, will never 
eodanger the fafety or bonur qf his people. But 
beverthelds^ to tike away every foimlatioa of 
apprehenfion, a regiment haa^been fcnt thitherto 
iecare.i('s tranquillity. The arrangement of 
v^h^^regasds the jgrcBcb-inhabifaptsin that iOaod 
and Dominiem has been a matter of much alter* 
cation. U lvtt bei^n contended by fome, that as 
they have no juft pret^nfions to indulgence, md 
inW probably never become good fufe^s, diey 
ought fiot to have been permitted to hold the 
lands thus ilfurped, without paying fully £ar 
them. It has been laid again, on the other hand» 
that they are entitled to fome favor» and are diC* 
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pbfed to become' ufeAil and'ftititfial fiib^efts, and 
might properly enough, therefore, have been 
allowed tho fee of eke lands tbtf Otiopiedt But 
after matiiite mfleseton, pei^ps it will be found, 
that the middle way purfued by govermnentti 
haa been the nooft judkioua; for if they had been 
entirely deprived ^ dieir plantations, diere is no 
doubt but they would have removed themfelves 
and Oaves to cJm: neighbouring French iflands i 
and thos a number of ufeful inhabitants, ^ ac* 
cuftomed to the climate, and their property in 
npgroes to a great amount, together with tbeprot* 
duce and mreaiie arifing from their labour, would 
have been loft to Great Britain, and acquired by 
France. Again, if they had been permitted to 
enjoy chetr lands in foU* rights they probably, 
would have foon fold their cultivated grounds to 
Britilh purchafi-rs, and then withdrawn thems* 
flfres, and ih^ir effieas. Ntichar of thde wm^ 
thought ci}igft>te fdr the poblick intereft ; and 
therefore leafes under the cro^^n are propo&d to 
He granted them, liible td4uch-flM», qaitWiH^ 
cbntiKtions, and aftemative^,' ali^di^ will'tita-ac* 
cept, unlefs difpofed to become good fubjedb; or, 
if a^tM, wiU«fie£tttally fecttl^ Aeir being Jb.^ 

ALL'that/iecnml ,naceflary to conyince the 

reader, that no rj?al cibje^ion.o|r.dif^pi^:9£cq[)gic^ 

• •• 

.* . The Bwnbffqf Ftenth i n hilj itan t? in Dominica a^d St. , 
Vincent amount to near 4000^ Hid their Osm to apwimit 

E a , to 
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4^ till? plaaQfjg;Qv?rowpj|;,,fi^^ 

taking, thac the probability and danger of a 
ifttsdj vfitk Bvaiyat^ aadthe. uncextaioiy o£ 

cottvprize.««er«pn)viiig :beiieficia^ are fu&i 
cient reafons- tloc>toi engage ia k. The. ftate. o& 
j^ATCieS) and the pip^jjudiccs conicquentiaL of. theav 
)H}feMrtUAautjF 4>f<Bn opeca te uponi |Mtv^e oi|yi» ifk 
4i> ^^K^ndfr dieiTb hikif^d; to. thek'ovn lnMaAi«/ 
Is k reafonable, that Erance, ceduced fo latelyj 

the utmoft diitrefs, . bjj. the totiiL ruia of her 

her bawd power, ihoutd/io earneft fo foon tliink 
of.coaimfnctng hoflilitieS).wi(h th^ poor rtm^^H6 

ofca; wtp q nij fb e A ^ x^j^gj^i/ofy skn^aim ^iiq^ffi^Mr 
iftcmy. parti off the globe* an(^pf#M()«fdiof chi|^ • 

fopenor navy, and tbofe veterans, that CQnftitt^tc 
tt. number o£ the braa(e& and ^i^ricn^ocis 
wen, tbiteirer didtbouMto their pog^inr ? I^-lii 

riDt n3ore probable, that whatever her wiflies m^- 
bc^Jbft,.v*Ul ftiJl h^ye wiidpm. to.coft^al.hcr am- 

th?v%>i?U of oyr pfE<;cra mpn.fliall be 
tinguifhed by inadlivity, our numerous fhips 
decayed and ki diforder, and their own navy in- - 
creaftd iiid reader9d-4Mrmidable» by aU.the*pe^ 
fevering arts of peace, and long con-ftftcnt policy?- 
Have not the various events of fix unhappy ycara, 
tiiughr ber tbis plain le0bot that hoWever ^rea;^ 

iir 
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her internal ftrcngth and rcfources may be. It Is 
9 fuperior naval power alone, can tranfporc with 
lecurity her fprcei to daflant iflands^ and proteft 
or fiibdue remote colonies i But if her ardour 
and refentment ihould ftiU m^ke her knpsudient.of 
delay» wiiat advantages in AmencO'Cw « specif 
rupture afford her now i M^yld not Martinique, 
Guadalupe, and St. Domingo be foon expofed to 
. our attacks i Hav^ we already forgot with whe| 
r^idity a fuperior fieet*and -experienced fiiMiery, 
have fubduLci what was vainly once deemed ia>- 
.pregnable, and the weaknefs of which, unknowft 
to uilKfore, we hav^ now ia fully diftbv^ed ? Bat 
.granted that thefe attempts fliould not be con^ 
ceivcd againil them, what have we to dread on 
our part i Have not our Weft India iflands eiiL 
joyed fecurity and protedion, and flouriflied moft, * 
even in the bofom of war ? Are we lefs fecure ia 
thofe ikas, than we were before, becaufe the Git- 
tiades, Doftiinica, St. Vincent, and Tobago, are 
now added to our dominion ? If fo, in vain are 
tfam regitnents appointed to infiire the tranqiit]- 
Hty of thefe Iflahds, attended with fufBcicnt ord.- 
nance and warlike ftores, and all the neceflary 
detail that attention and caution could fuggeft« 
And if thefe 'feveral reflexions fliouM ftill be un- 
able to filence our apprehenfions for the future 
fafety of our Weft India iflands, what ihall we 
fay concerning our prcfcnt artiple pofleflion of the 
vaft continent of North America ? On this in- 
dilputed dominion, if rightly underftood, v/ill 

the 
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the real ftrcngth and importance of dl the fug^ 
colonies be herqdfi^r found Co depend; and if in 
the won* of rime, eitfaer from accidents im- 
pofilble to be forefeen, or the natural viciflitude 
oi human events, an unhappy fqwiration Ihoajfd 
ever chance to arrive, between the mother country 
and this gigantick offspring, the whole chain Qf 
American iflands, from Florida' to Trinidadu* 
. would look back on Europe with regret, but muft 
neceffarily accompany that continent, of which 
it feems to have once conflituted a partw But 
enough, it is ^relumed, has been faid, tofliew 
that the fcttlement of our late acquired Weft India 
colonies might be fafely effe(5led, even if it were 
probable diat a French warfliould ipeedily com* 
liience.. 

«« » - « ' ' 

0 

It rennain3 JM>w to«xamtne, whether the pur- 
chafing lands in them, and eftablilhing eftates,', 
may. ratiodally be uiidertakea by individual*, 
with appearances of fucceis and advantage. Our 
new ifiands are fomething larger in extent, than . 
any of our q14 fioes» excepting Jamuca ; nor is is 
any d^feftinthimthat they are much lefs than it ; 
for in hot Glimates,a long land carriage of burthen- 
fome commodities is deftru&ive to cattle, and 
readers the interior part of a large country of 
little or no value. The foil in them is moreover 
new and fercik; they iuii^er therefore no inferio- 
rity on this account. The bee of the country * 
among |hem is generally mountainous and co- • 
vered with wood \ this is really on the whole an 

advan- 
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advantage, not a defeft ; for although there are 
' fonie objedions to too great an inequality in their 
^' iurface, and to large tradls of wood, yet as thefe 
^contribute to infure rains and fertility, and to 
*j)roduce rivers, they are very beneficial in thefe 
'climates. The timber likewife is ufeful for the 
creding and repairing houfcs, mills, and fugar 
'\vorks. All iflands in thefe latitudes, that are 
low and cleared of wood, are remarkably fubjedt 
to dry weather, and often parched up to barrenefs. 
If thefe things are fo, what fliould prevent ad- 
' venturers from fucceeding in eftablifhing eftatcs 
here, as well as our old planters have done in the 
infancy of former colonies? Is the bufmefs of 
clearing and fettling lands lefs underflood now 
than it was formerly ? or is the neighbourhood 
of our other iflands, and the commerce carried 
on between them, and their general communi- 

* cation with EUrope, Africa, and the continent of 

• America, any difadvantage to the undertaking ? 
^^re the regiments allotted them, the various offi- " 
cers both civil and military appointed, the fre- 
quent vifits of our fliips of war and trading vef- 
fcls, and the fums of money that mud in confe- 
quence of all this be circulated and expended in 
them, likely to be detrimental to new fettle-' 
ments ? Although the taxes, and price of flavcs, * 
and the neceffary expences of plantations and 
living, arc much greater now than they were at 
the firft cultivation of our colonies, do not fugar 
and rum bear proportionably a greater price? If 



bcrr planttt^s, ianfd oF tte ^Jfrrtlntitioh bfthdr prb* 
^ts, after mature feflcdtion, will be found tb, 
. "isDiififi ia thi$,"ttet In i6llt did iilatfdi thfe llttdl^ 

^own, and tihcir cftates becomfe fo dry and un- 
faifbiMlble, a^'doiiftaatly to difoppdiot dxem of 

^JSBty deffervc-, whilft at the fame time, the ptt^ 
-dtgious cxpences of frequent holing, manuring, 
^ftkxmg^ ^ h«(e^plot]|^irtg/ "ahd ^tteedhig tfaehr 
grounds, aiidthc Ids I5ft:attlc and ftx)6k, occa- 
fidned by their paflures being burnt up, together 
^ ctie ;i^]^ce offbedbg thxHt ptgf6t^ fltMn 
Yj^ •vvttM of feafohsAle prchr3}6n grotkASs, addd 
to the coft of timber aJnd lumber imported to 
«b<sltt^ *ditea brihg tUe^prietors in debt, 'and 

fuitable to the value of their capital. Thcfe ar^ 
iiSddiiiablid fii£b, and it is equally true, chat nonie 
l^thaiiidfftdittfiigenAieht^ hm aretb 
be apprehended in our new iflands. On the con- 
triry^ it is well known that many of the prefent 
iAhi^Mts of the Daniih fbttleAient of Saiitt 
Cruz, who were driven thither from our l^e#artl 
xfllMids by poverty and neceffity, arc now become, 
frem the Ibweft degree of indigence, pd&SBari of 
good eftates-, and it is as notorious that by Farthfc 
greater number of French now inhabiting St. 
VsMeht and Domiirieai tadr poffefled of plaiibi^ 
ferns and negroes, were obliged to quit Sitap* 

tinique 
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tinique and Guadalupe from fimilar caufes. But 
although this is acknowleged to be true,' yet, on 
the other hand, it may be urged, tliat our nc;^ ^ 
iflands are unhealthy, fugar and rum will become 
rfrugs, and more money is required to clear and 
fettle Weft India eftates, than can eafily be h^.., 
In anfwer to this, it muftbe confeffed, that'new 
iflands, abounding with wood, and fubjed to 
frequent rains, cannot certainly be fo healthy as 
old ones, entirely or in great part cleared j but 
if this objection was fuffered to take place, it 
would prove too much, as ic might be equally 
extended to the population .and fcttlement of any- 
new country whatfoever, where nothing can be 
.accompliflied, if fomething is not adventured. , 
Befides, thofe who are acquainted with the pro-,^ 
grefs and fettlement of new colonies, know from * 
experience, that much depends upon difcretion, 
temperance, wholefome food, and dry lodging. 
.A proper attention to thefe will greatly contribute 
to the prefervation of health, and foon give a 
better charafter to the falubrity of the air. Per- 
fons that are always alarmed with doubts and 
difHcuIties, fcldom accomplifh great things. 
Why fliould we fear that fugar and rum will be-.:^ 
come drugs? Although more are produced, 
^.more will be confumed. Our conquefts alone 
, in North America will not fail to cncreafe the de- 
^ mand for them ; befides, the fame foil that is pro- 
. dudlive of fugar, is equally fo of indigo, cotton, 
W ^ coffee^, 
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cbflee, cocoa, and other arttdes. And with refpe^fc 

tb the expence attending the clearing and fettle- 
ment of lands for thefe purpofes, it is by no means 

. ib confiderable as is ufoally pretended. HowevQr> 
It is certainly true, that the more capital any man 
begins with, the fooner he will grow rich. But 
it has been already obferved, that even the poor 
lettiers of Santa Cruz, St. Vincent, and Domi- 

'ffica, have fucceeded wonderfully, with little or 
no alliilance; but what was derived from their 
own induftry, and the fertility of the foil. And 
if we purfue this fubjed a little further, it will 
hardly be afferted, that the Brd adventurers in 
our old colonies, were guilty of draining the mo- 
ther country of much of its fpecie. We have 
neverthelefs the fatisfadion of beholding, thut 
their induftry and fpirited endeavours were blefied 

*with fuccefs, and have procured for their pofte- 
rity many valueable, and fome overgrown eftates. 
Let us not envy their profperity, but emulate 

' their examples; and if we dare not do it, through 
timidity, fupinenefs, or want of ambition, let us 
honeftly cpnfefs we are afraid, and own that they 
ferved their country at their peril, and deierved 
the fruits of thdrlabour. They were no ftrangers, 
nor their for.s aliens, but poiielTed of the rijghts 
aind liberties common to all Englifhmen. Thofe 
publick fpirited and enterprizing men, who 
are how about to embark in a fimilar deligii^ 

' will deferve as well, and, it is hoped,^ thay prove 
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aafuccefiful. Since our conqueft of Jam^k^ftoffl 

the Spaniards, in the days of Oliver Cromwell, 
down to the prefent times, there has been no 
fuch opportunity of imprQving private fodotunesij. 
fot* the acquifnion of the French part of St. 
Chridopher's was inconliderable ki CXtCOtt and 

the bchefiC5» of courfe, omfined to » few« ' 

' ' ' . 

It has been remarked by many perfons, that 
Ibme of the planters of our old iflands faiave painted 

in very ftrong colours the difficulties and difcou- 
ragements attending the el^abhfhment of our 
iiew bneB* When this has been docte with -nil 
honed defign of promoting thek fettlement, by 
exploring ^acts not generally known, and dif- 
oovering their weaknefs and necei&tiesi in order 
to obtain every afTiftancc and encouragement 
which in hint colonies require of a mother country, 
the intention is honorable, and may be produdive 
of good. But when difficulties are exaggerated, 
from party prejudices, or felh£h and interefled 
views, the motives are ungenerous, and deferve 
to be expofed. Ic rs eafy to forefee that the fettle- 
ment of our new colonies will impair the value 
of our old. Such lands in them as are not of 
good quality and well fituated, will not be worth 
culcivacion. They will be difplanted, and con- 
verted into provifion, and pafture grounds. Many 
inhabitants of the middling and poorer fort, will 
withdraw thcmfelves, and be induced to remove 

' F 2 where 



Digitized by Google 



1 



C 3« ] 

^htre fertile lands mi&y be eafily procured, which 
are new, and watered with frequent fhowers. 
This will much weaken our leeward xQaads, al- 
itady wedc indeed, and render the wages of ma-^ 
nag^ps^ owfeeri and fervants, much higher. It 
is not wonderful, therefore, if fome of our wealthy 
plantenr who ha^e a large landed intemft in the 
old colonies, fhould not be ftudious to promote 
die new. Private advantage will biafs fome, and 
ic is tabeftared, jealotify and eiivy may aftuate 
othert. Men accuftomed to affluence and au- 
thority* are not ufually pleafed to fee their fnfe- 
fiors riie above dependance, and poflefs^ by lucky 
ci^cuniftances, fuperior fortunes to their own. 
Nor are thefc the only foundations of 4ifcooteaC 
and objedicai. Some zSt& to condemn the eo- 
terprhse they lii^n to embark in, and depreciate 
thofe very lands they wiih to procure i whilft 
Others again, who hoped to obtain vrndtie pre- 
ferences, and to monopolize large trads, with 
a view of foreftalling the market, or of felling 
again at advanced prices what they never meant 
to cultivate, now find themfclves difappoiated, 
and their deCgns effeduaiiy prevented, by the 
prefent 'impartial plan of government. But jufter 
fentiments, it is hoped, will at length prevail over 
fuch felfifli confiderations. The fubjedt has been 
fairly difcu&d, the otgeAions anfwered, and the 
inducements generally ftated. But perhaps it 
may not be difagreeable> .or deemed a ufelefs 

fcpc* 
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itpe^m,' to enter into a more particular detail 
dP the advantages that our new acquifitions will 

poilcfs over our former colonies. 

Our old iflands, by being lefs mountaiaous, and 
almoft entirely cleared of wood, are become exr 
tremdy dry and unieafonable at the (ame time, 
that the lands in^thcm, by long and conftant plant* 
ing, have fo far loft the fpringand ^irit of vegeta- 
tion, as to ftand in need of more rains than they^ 
had before. But this reflexion has neveir been at** 
tended to by our planters, who attribute folely to 
the lefs frequency of feafonable weather, that de<f 
iiciency in their crops, which is in a great meafure 
owing to the impoverifhment of the foil. Both' , 
taufcs have undoubtedly co-operated to produce 
the efie&, an4 thus their eftates hardly yield a crop 
proportionable to the labour and expence em- 
ployed upon chem, orxe in feven years. Nor 
will it (eem wonderful, that the fertility of their 
Fands is much impaired, when we confider the na- 
ture of the fugar cane, which from one.rich acre 
has been known to vegetate to eighty cartloads^ 
is cut annually, and has been long and repeatedly 
planted on the fame ground ; and when v/e fur- 
ther remark that the- rains, although generally 
wanted, yet fall in thefe climates, at certain pe- 
riods of the year, with fuch violence, as, def-' 
cending in momentary torrents from the hills, to 
waQi away the loofe and finer particles of earthy 
which muft neceffarily carry off it's exuberancy 
with' it. The foil, by thefe means worn out and 

ex« 
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cxhaufted, • ratooQs ill, and i«thcwfoi« cultivated. 

and.manured at anexpence extremely heavy. Im- 
])OTeriflied fug^ lands^l^ bop grounds, have an • 
nually beftowcd on them extraordinary induftry 
and coft. I have kaown the amount of labour em- 
ployed in one year upon ati acre of ground , to have 
been as much as that acre would have fold for ; but 
I fpeak of indifferent or bad land. Hence the ex-' 
pences of eftates in our old colonies are become 
great, beyond the belief of any one not well ac- 
quainted with matters of this nature; and the 
profits^ of courfe, are rarely adequate to the 
reafonable expedations of th6 t>lanter. It is well 
known abroad, although it will hardly be credited 
here, that the hire of the Qaves in many eftates in 
our old iflands, if valued at an average of three 
pence per diem each, will frequently anwunt to 
mm per annum, than the neat yearly produce 
of Ae eftate itfelf. . Experfo crede Roberto. But 
thefe weighty objedions and difcouragements, are 
Jjy no means to be apprehended in our new co- 
lonies. On the contrary, the lands in them 
may be purchafed at a very moderate price, and 
the terms of payment are rendered by govern- 
ment extremely cafy. Such grounds as are too 
ilc( p, craggy, or improper for fugar, may ftill 
^ _ ' 

• By a Ratoon is meant the cane which fprings from the 
root remaining in the earth, cfter the former cane has been 
cut from it. The ratoon fiourifhcs beil in new land, yields 
'better fogar than the firft. plant, and is not racnded with a 
tenth paK of the expenc^ in the cuhure. of it. 

produce 
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produce indigo, cotton, coffee, cocoa and pro- 
vilions, or ferve for pafturagc. The foil beiag 
new, will be rich, yield large and regular crops, • 
ratoon longer, require Icfe 'planting, and be cul- 
tivated with more moderate expence, and fewer 
' negroes. The' trefes cur down; will, fome' ef 
them, be ufeful in ereding habitations, works, 
and other buildings ; whiift feme may be con- 
veyed away, and fold in bur fbraser colonies for 
flmilar'pilrpofts. Arid laft of 'all,'*the rugged 
and broken compofition of the landfblpe^ and 
it's lofty mountains, though onieem^y^^aiid^ ex- 
ceptionable in feme refpefts, yet wHI for ever 
enjoy, upon real and philofophical principles, 
rain aiid fertility. As much of the merit of oUr 
new iflands depends on the truth of this obAr- 
vation, it may not be improper to explain it. 
It is well known, that, in thefe latitudes of* the 
globe-, the trade winds operating in a regular and 
uninterrupted courfe from Eaft to Wed, the at- 
mofphere does not fuffer thofe rarefadlions and 
condenfadons, as, by the efie&s of difieient jmd 
contrary winds, it undergoes in climes, where 
this uniformity does not prevail. And hence it 
is. Dp. Halley remarks, that there is fcarceaoy 
variation in the height of the barometer, or weight 
of the air in thefe parts. Now the vapours or 
douds are generally borne along the Atlantick 
ocean by thefe winds through the pathlels re- 
gions of the air ; until interrupted, impeded, 
or attrafted (on principles of gravitation) by 

lofty 
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Jofrf 4andi»^aad woods, they bang about the 
•ilMAinift^^ mid faU in IhowefS'^ whilft tKe 

• .ifitcnfe heat of the fun co-operating with this 
principle^ draws fuch^ppours from the ground 5 
aadiMi^rlaailg^^^^ heights; 
fend forUiUui#«3ClM[iiddi^^f^ lh«ir branches, 
l» moiften the impending atmofphere, and, cir- 
euliiciiig,ij^ain ««beir parbic -lOnk. Tht 
^n^etfut?^AsM)f thefe principles are indeed 
curioils and furprifing to thofe who contemplate 
tbeni M^^^ fp^^- Smooth poiilhed Baibadoes 
znii^^^'lM^^''^C^^ «re ften parched up 
and perifhing ^ith drought ; whilft towering 
. g j^B|ifci'fite*gtMca. St. Vincent, Granada, and, 
"j^go/ W'idililft) to enjoy inceflant nuns and* 
delicious verdure. The extraordinary advantages 
.aadr^^cofiits<tO be derived from this and the other 
^Mi^^^^^ cannot fail to be 

, dtrcmeiy inviting to thofe' that underftand their ' 
ied^in\portance, and are de&rous of improving 
Jga Al t ih c fe ^ A fugar eftate of five hundred ' 
acres of good land, properly cleared, and fup- 
pHgd witfa (laves, cattle, buildings, ^d otb^rxe- 
q^Sfitesj' ior'an Hand where the lands^ ait ftew and 
limiriant, and the rains frequent, muft afluredly 
produce a noble income. It would probably be 
'capi^&f iiflbrdin|g;/a\)nud not lefs than four 
hundred lK)gftitfds* of fugar, and a large pro^^ 
portion of nam ; cfpecialiy as this laft commo* 
iitf^ n^iikM* peatttt adVaiitkgo iMi^e there is^ 
plditjr'^ a£ ii^r, "and much motoQ^ if dndncdf ' 

. *" * from • 



Digitized by Google 



f 41 ] 

nnu ae a moderate v^lculaiion, -will appear to 

amount cp^ a. very, ^reac inurcil upon , the capital 

profit, liuifi fife tim^ Au ium expended is gmt 

old coloai^s. It is well known tba^ in St. Kjtt^ 

(al(b9ug)i ia M>ic^ ta dry wcstfacc^ Md tbeib^^^ 
mtOQiftyery ill), good lands ham^ten Xold il 

one hundred pounds flerling per acre : whereas, 
a^d^fwi^V^ colony may, w\(li.|9opfir.nav^ 
ttigfai^ be cleared tor^kfk.^flak tm^ty poimdsi, 
jifccr deducing every, cxpence, and allowing cvca 
for the inortality. of ilaves.i 9^c^ .gi'fKIC - % , 
jU^i^^H(Vl.inuit.acpue^ new. q^lofiifs froa^ijhfs 
certunty. of the. crops, oppofed to th^^confidera? 
tion of the precarloufnefs of them in 0I4 ones,; 

^fm^l few^PC. of complaint,. af4ri#i?I^W^ 
4Bd the criie fottDdaiioQt of thole debts and 4% .. » 
ftrefles, too commonly experienced even by p^ai^- , 
xcrs .of frugality . aad..ifl^«Mtfy/ ^\jfiit^fi^^y 
lutf . the only adf8ntag^;«Mac tbqrciqni, ^ 
wili be enjoyed ; for the plantation may be yrork- 
c4,wiii^ half t{ie number, ^,i)cgf9tj|. ^4, ^x^^^^ 

thy wQ^ldbe icquitfd my)i> lands iBHWr^ijirriiirt ^ 

frequently planted apd fnanured ; and every fuch 
pegrj9k will be capable, from the great feftilityidfllie ] 
rQU^|ui4lsalib cl JI9 c^tii^ 
in tjirp years, thsa his original coft and mairtte^ 
fllfkCfi ii(i48. aoifiqjited to. This will aj^ar . obr ] ' 
iri#iifW.vheii ve coiifider thii^^thr.fiift.tplaiiici^^j 
s^yf good ground has been known to ratoon 
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tnd yield annual good crops Tor more than 
twenty years together. Whereas old land com- 
monly requires to be holed, manured, and re- 
planted every fccond or third year by which, 
befides the extraordinary cxpence attending it, 
one crop in three is loft. Moreover, the provi- 
fions regularly yielded on moift and good ground?, 
muft greatly Icffcn the coft of feeding and fup- 
porting the Oaves. The conveniences and com- 
.forts will from he nre be even great to the white in- 
habitants i for all manner of herbs, garden ftuff, 
^d fruits, fo difficult to be raifed in our former 
dry iflands, may here be procured with little 
trouble. The rivulets alfo will afford good ftore 
jof frefti fift, and the luxuriancy of the pafturage, 
great plenty of beef, mutton, &c. at moderate 
prices, whereas thefe articles in our old colonies 
j,;ire become extremely dear, and difficult to be 
^ jnaintained at any rate. Nor fhould the confide- • 
ration of the expences attending the fpeedy fettle- 
ment of a fugar plantation, at all difcourage per- 
3fons of fmall fortune, and much caution, from 
• jidventuring in our new colonies ; fince they will 
iliave it in their power to profecute plans, pro- 
-*^rtionably advantageous to themfelves, with Icfs 
hazard and expence of money. It is by no means 
tflential, at prefent, to point out all the parti- 
cular and various Heps proper to be taken for this 
end. But, in genera], it may be well to remark, 
^ that it may be bcft accomplifhed by rifquing 
'\ few negroes at the firft out-fct, aod ercfting tem- 
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porary huts and buildings, at little co(l, and then, 
(after planting the ncccflary provifions) imm<?^ 
diately applying to the culture of indigo, cotton, 
coffee, or cocoa, articles which afford good and 
ipcedy profit, yet require but few flavcs, and little 
cxpence of building, in order to raife and manu- 
fafturc them. It is evident, that by thefc and fimilar 
means, confiderable eftates may be gradually efta-. . 
blifhed at an eafyratc, which will not only be an- 
nually improving, and reimburfing the moneys ex- 
pended upon them, but may moreover be convert- 
cd afterwards into fugar plantations, or if the pro- 
. prictors fliould be difpofcd to part with them, 
.. might probably be fold for four or five hundred 
per cent, advantage. Many perfons alarmed with 
, the difficulties of beginning a new fettlement, will 
^ yet be defirous of purchafing a few years hence ; 
, and there can be no doubt but that lands will rife 
very highly in their value, as foon as time ihall 
^ draw up the curtain, and open a fair profpedl of 



fucccfs. 










I fliall now proceed to communicate 


to the 



reader fome general ideas concerning the pro- 
pcreft methods to be purfucd by adventurers'' 
* in our new colonies, to engage fuccefs, and efta^->. 



blilh eflates. • f ^ 

All perfons difpoled to enibark in this under- 
taking, with a view of improving their fortunes, 
^^(hould firfl: confider the capital they mean to^ 
. . employ, the nature of the piojcft, and the length, 
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of time they can conveniently afford to lie out of 
their money. It will then be necelTary that rhem- 
felves, or the friend s or agents they are pleafed to 
depute for this bufinefs, ihould carefully infpedl 
and examine the ianus on the fpot. The furface 
of the ground, and the nature of ficuation fhould 
be firft attended to *, and thcfe wili include our 
ideas of the probability of its healthinefs, the kind 
of produce it fcems ' beil adapted to, the labour 
and carriage cffcntial to it, its vicinity to, or di- 
ftance from rivulets, the fea, (hipping plaC'^s,* 
and the principal towns, together with a free 
enjoyment of the trade winds, and tiie like- 
lihood of frequent fhowtrs and feafdriabie 
weather. As to the quality of the foil, it 
may be pretty well guefled at by the tim*« 
bet ' arid tree'^' It affords, the appearance it bears/ 
and a chymical examination ot its principles for 
"v/hich the neceffary means may be eafily known 
.and procured.. When a trad of ground is pitch- 
ed on, that enjoys ail or mod: of thefe advantages,- 
tlic infpedtor fhould by no means be difcoura^^ed 
by the price it may amount to ; lor the firft coft 
will be inconfiderable, in proportion to the cx.^ 
pence of clearing and fettling and the enfuing 
CQiiver.itn-ics and profits will mod amply repay 
it. Previous to, or after the purchafe, it will be' 
neceffary, efpecially if the proprietor does not 
niean to become an inhabitant, to form ufe ul 
connexions and friendlhips with experiencv-d men 
engaged in the fame purfuit, and refiding 



: 'm the ndghbourhood. This will not be found 
^ fo difficult to eflted, as may at firft be imagined. 
Men embarking in the fame cnterprize, and 
whofe particular advantages and emoluments 
depend upon the fucccfs of the whole, will find 
< it their mutual intercft to lend every afljftance in 
their power to each other. This is fo true, that 
I in the iOands of Antigua, St. Chriftophers, &c. 

it is ufuaJ for planters to fuperintcnd the affairs 
. of others in their abfence, and give the neceffary 
I diredions to the managers and overfetrs, for^the 
^ proper cultivation and maintenance of thcireftates, 
; and this without any pecuniary confidcration. A 
4 reciprocal fervice of the fame kind, which every 
) planter expeds from his neighbour, and which 
• Jong and invariable cuftom has cftabJiflied intaa 
•fort of right, and the additional weight and im- 
^portance perfous refiding on the fpot derive from 
^ power of conferring obligations on thofe they 
. employ, or in fiiipping the produce of the eftate^ 
, committed to their care, and purchafing the ne- 
jcefTary utenfils and provifions for their ufe, are 
fufficient inducements to engage a faithful dif- 
charge of their truft. Under the infpeftion, and 
rfubjed to the orders of fuch a reprefentative, a 
good natured and intelligent manager and over- 
f^fer are now to be appointed to direft, and pro- 
per flavcs procured to execute the bufmefs. A 
tew able and fenfiblc tradefmen and negroes, who 
ar.' contented from a love of novelty, or other 
.caufes and encouragements, to change their former. 

habica- 



habitatifensj' fhoul^^' procured in bur old idands,* 
and tranfported to the new colony, but none (hould 
brt any account be compelled to this againft their 
inclinations. What further (laves arc wanted, may 
be purchafed from Guinea cargoes, and recom- 
mended to the care and protecflion of the others ; 
aifd, it is piefumed, will turn out better in many ' 
refpefo, than negroes accuftomed to our other 
iflands, and pining after former conne(5lions and 
habits. The miferws and misfortunes of our 
fellow creatures afford a melancholy contempla- 
tion to compafTionate d>fpofitions. How plea- ' 
fing then muft be the refledVion, when the degrees 
of our private intereft depend upon the meafurc 
of our benevolence. The fir ft: fair ft:ep of fuc- 
trcfs will accompany humanity, and the great point 
in view wi41 be, with the blefTing of providence, 
to preferve health of our people. To this 
end they flioiild be lo^:^ged at night in temporary 
kuts, or in hulks of veflcls, provided and Htuated 
for that purpofe. They (hould then immediately 
proceed to clear away the woods on the moft 
healthy fpot^ which '^'ill probably be found on 
fome eminence, expo fed to a free and dry air. 
Here a dwelling honfe for the overfeer, and con- 
vehferit negroe houfcs, fhould be immediately 
ere6lcd, and a very commodious lick houfe or 
hofpital, furnifhed with every necefiary and com- 
fert for the fick, efpecially good nurfes, and a 
ftnfible praftitioner. Wife men will nut attempt 
too rapid aprogrefs, or introduce more flavcs than 
^ik\'ki\ can 
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can properly be infpedlcd when well, or attended 
when oppref/ed with illnefs. From twenty to 
thirty will, perhaps, at firft be fufiicient for the 
largell poffcflion, and in all probability may prove 
adequate to fulfilling the conditions of clearing 
and culture,; but they fhould be immediately 
fupplied as they may happen to fall off, and their 
Ipirics Ihould be fupported with good nature and 
tendernefs. In particular, they Ihoiild be well fed, 
properly cloathed, and fupplied with all thofe little 
aids of convenicncy and comfort, which it is well 
known in that part of the world, will chear up 
and gladden their hearts. The cxpence^ attend- 
ing this little policy, care and benevolence, will 
not be thought burthcnfome by thofe matters .who 
^re either wife or good : for the performance of 
this duty will be rewarded with the blcfllngs of 
God, and the affcSions of their dependants. As 
to the labour they muft undergo, it Ihould not 
be too fevere, or difproportioned to their abili- 
ties ; and in wet mornings, bad weather,' and 
other fuitable occafions, it will prove our interefts 
to encourage, and afford them fomc indulgence. 
Their pride. fhould be cultivated,their punifhmentt 
inflided with prudence, moderation and concern. 
And in order to prevent the cruelties that might 
be exercifed byforoe men, thro' want of judgment 
or defeft of feeling, a proper law of the country 
fliould be fpeedily eftablifhed, to reftrain them 
within due bounds, which fliould likewifc pro^ 
ride in fome meafure for the food and raiment of 
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the flavcs. Such a law cannot fail of benefiting the- 
colony, at the fame time that it will refled honor 
on human nature ; and will be deemed more par- 
ticularly neceflary, when it is confidered that the 
Jower clafs of adventurers refiding in new co- 
lonies, is generally made up of men, who ftand 
in need of other inducements than fuch as their 
own fentiments furnifli them with, to adl up to 
• the didbates of humanity and propriety. It were 
to be wifhed moreover, that fome fentiments of 
religion could be inftilled into the minds of the 
negroes. I am fure it would be expedient •, but 
am fearful this would require more attention and 
aififtance than proteftants will choofe to employ 
on fuch an occafion. I am forry to remark our de- 
fed of zeal, and to make this further obfervation, 
that though the dodbrines of our religion are more 
pure and fimple than the Roman catholick, yet this 
laft \s more fitly adapted to engage and captivate 
thepaflions of unthinking favagcs. Perfons of fome 
capital or credit, adventuring in thcfe new colo- 
nics, and proceeding in the manner that has been 
fuggefled, cannot well fail of fuccefs, as far as 
weak human forcfight can afcertain it. If there- 
fore it fhould feem that too much has been faid 
concerning the treatment, care, and protfLlion 
of our negroes, it is bccaufc it is conceived irn- 
poflible to mifcarry in other points, if we fucceed 
in thefe. And now it will be proper, that (till 
further grounds fliould be cleared round about 
the dwellings and cottages, before teoommcndcd 

to 



Digitized by Google 



J 



t 49 ] 

to Bc'erefted : And firft of all, proyifions (houlA 
be planted for the white people and negroes^ 
and pafturage prepared for cattle and other, 
bcafts. After this is accomphflied, attentioa. 
may be had to nufe fome fort . of prodi^. and 
profit, in order to reimburfe paft ^xpences. Aixl 
this will confift of either indigo, cotton, coffee, 
cocoa, 

tb^ *ideas and acnrities or the p 

vice and theory on this head^ would at prefent 
be vain and unregarded ^ for^ timeyrindjuftcy^ 
and experience isilone, can furhilh oppQKMi%i(y» 
and beget profitable knowledge. 



or fugar, as may be comga^bl,e{.witti 
IS and abfHties of the p^anter^ ' ^t ad*. 
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